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NEW LOCAL CONSERVATION GRANT
OPPORTUNITY IN MORGAN COUNTY!

Project must be within Morgan County
Grant is only available to private landowners and non-
governmental not for profit organizations.  

Project  must be beneficial to the soil and water quality
directly in Morgan County
Project has not qualified for another federal grant 
available

REQUIREMENTS TO APPLY
For your application to be considered, it must meet the

following criteria:

(Organizations that are publicly funded or are a taxing
body are ineligible.)        

If your application is considered, you will be asked to
attend a board meeting to present your proposal to the
SWCD board for approval. Once your application is
considered for funding, a representative from Morgan
County SWCD will be in contact with you to schedule a site
visit of the project area to evaluate the conservation
concern that funding is being requested for.  Once
approved, you will be asked to sign an agreement with the
SWCD which states the time limit for the project
completion and that funds will be reimbursed at 50%/50%
rate based on receipts provided up to a maximum of
$1000 reimbursement per application/project as receipts
are presented.  Any work done by the landowner or a
representative of the landowner, that is not a professional
company, cannot be billed for more than $25 an hour for
work done on project.  All funds will be reimbursed after
the completion of the project and once a final site review
has been completed.  Structural practices such as fences,
livestock watering systems, erosion control structures, etc.
shall comply with USDA-NRCS technical specifications. Only
native plants or USDA approved non-native vegetation
species are allowed. Applicant is responsible for locating
underground utility location, obtaining  all permits and
comply with  local ordinances, state statutes

There is a new and exciting opportunity for landowners in Morgan County! 
 The Morgan County Soil and Water Conservation District is looking for great

ideas from individuals around the county to implement conservation practices.  
They want innovative ideas as well as the "tried and true". They are offering

local conservation grants to those who meet certain criteria listed below.  It is
the hope of the District that Morgan County residents take advantage of the

districts technical and financial aid to complete conservation projects through
out the county to improve the soil health and water quality in Morgan County. 

What would you like to see done on your own property? 
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River Friendly Farmer Awards:
Since 1999, key conservation & agricultural organizations have sponsored
the River Friendly Farmer Program. The statewide initiative recognizes
farmers and landowners, who through good production management
practices helps keep Indiana’s rivers, lakes and streams clean. We would
like to congratulate M & B Farms and Hunter’s Honey Farm for being
awarded this prestigious recognition here in Morgan County in 2019.

Local Conservationists Awarded at Annual SWCD Meeting

Youth in Conservation Award
Kaytlin Mendenhall is currently a Junior at Mooresville High School
and involved in 4-H, Key Club, FFA, and show choir. She is passionate for
biology, and is planning on pursuing a college degree in medical surgical
nursing.  She enjoys learning about organisms and how they function
and interact to their environment. She has been involved in 4-H for 9
years.  Kaytlin is in many different clubs within 4-H and has served as an
officer on many occasions within those clubs.  In 2019, she decided to
focus her Soil and Water 
Science 4-H Project on 
cigarette litter  and how it 
affects decomposers in 
the soil.  She believes it is
 important to understand 
how decomposers are 
affected by our trash and
litter. She tested the 
difference between worms
exposed to used and unused
 cigarettes, and how it 
affected their health. Her
hard work has earned her 
Morgan County Champion 
AND Indiana State Champion
Soil and Water Science project.
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M & B Farms has focused on forest
management, decreasing chemical
use, installing grassy waterways and
restored many wildlife habitats to
improve the water quality on their
farm

Hunter’s Honey Farm has
focused on pollinator habitats,
invasive species control, minimal
spraying, more mechanical and
non-toxic treatments and
maintaining woodlands to improve
the water quality leaving their
farm.

 
Conservationist of the Year

Since 2016  Bryan Schmeiser has performed more than 70 acres of
Timber Stand Improvement. He also treated many invasive brush species
on over 27 acres of woodlands annually for 3 years. All of these
treatments were completed by Bryan and his forest consultant through a
USDA contract under the Environmental Quality Incentive Program
(EQIP). In addition to work performed on the woodlands he has
established a native prairie. Bryan’s motivation for creating the native
prairie habitat was to support pollinators, birds, & upland wildlife.
Bryan controls weeds selectively by hand applying herbicide with a cloth
glove and manual removal.   The continuous and vigilant efforts of Mr.
Schmeiser in controlling invasive species, managing his native hardwood
forests and enhancing native wildlife habitat will insure he will be passing
on a high quality farm to the next generation

Friend of Conservation Award
Purpura Farms started in 2005 when the Phil and Susan Purpura
walked their property with a forester and he noted the large number of
sugar maples there.  They started tapping a few trees “just for fun” and
then things grew from there!   They currently tap 150-200 trees and
produce around 25-30 gallons of maple syrup a year, which they sell at
the Morgan County Farmer’s Markets.  They have learned to improve soil
and water conservation on their land by using fallen tree placement to
reduce soil erosion on the many slopes and ravines on their property,
forest management techniques, unwanted plant control and trail
maintenance with diverters and gravel.   They have also installed a
vacuum tube system which greatly reduces travel across the land and
reduces creek crossings and soil erosion .
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Invasive Species, Why Should you Care?
By David Mow and Lisa MacPhee, Morgan County SWCD Staff

 
We have all heard a lot about invasive weeds lately.  An invasive species is defined as a species that is non-native to the

ecosystem it is in and whose introduction could cause harm.  This harm could be environmental or economical.  Why is it
important to be aware of them and take steps to eradicate them from your land?

 

If you are a FARMER; Japanese Hops will bind up your combine.  Poison Hemlock can kill your livestock.  
Knapweed or Canada Thistle will reduce the quality of the hay you will produce.

If you are a FOREST OWNER; Garlic Mustard in your woods will retard the growth
of young trees. Tree of Heaven will compete with your valuable native trees. 

If you are a HUNTER; Bush Honeysuckle reduces the food and shelter for deer and
turkey.  Common Reed and Japanese Knotweed do the same for duck and geese habitats.

If you are a FISHERMAN; Purple Loosestrife and Narrow leaf Cattail can take over
a small pond.  Eurasian Watermilfoil will not support the numbers of fish that native aquatic plants do. 

If you are a GARDENER; you will want to know that if you plant Bouncing Bet or Dames
Rocket it can take over your garden and maybe even your property.

If you are a BIRD WATCHER; Autumn Olive and Bush Honeysuckle are poor food
sources and do not provide good nesting habitat.  

If you like BUTTERFLIES; they need native plants as a food source for their
caterpillar, so without natives there will be no Butterflies.

If you are a Hiker/Biker/Horseman; Japanese Barberry prevents predators from
catching mice, more mice means more ticks, more ticks means more Lime Disease.

 
Every month, the Invasive Management Cooperative of Morgan County hosts a meeting in order to educate residents of
Morgan County about the most common types of invasive species in our region and equip them with the knowledge and

technical advise on how to control or eradicate them.  The group holds events through out the county to help beautify our
county parks, take hikes and learn more.  Whether you are a farmer, a hunter, a gardener, or a forestry lover, you need to be
aware of these plants that can take over and harm our landscape.  Please join us at one of the IMCMC meetings or events to

learn more or contact Morgan County SWCD at 765-349-2060 or by email at SWCDoffice@morgancounty.in.gov

If you would like to find out more about invasive plant
species and what other invasive species groups

around the state of Indiana are doing, the Indiana
Invasives Initiative (III) has a great website with lots of
information, tools and apps that you can load right

onto your mobile device in order to help you identify
plants and log them into a database that will ultimately

help Indiana Invasives Initiative figure out where the
problem areas are in our state. 

Go to http://www.sicim.info/cisma-project for more
information. 
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For More Information:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/175091196433940/

Email:  invasivesmorgancounty@gmail.com



UPCOMING EVENTS

Ongoing- "Pull Together" Bacard Weed Wrangle
Ongoing-Accepting Morgan County Local
Conservation Grant Application Submissions 
April 22nd-Earth Day
May 9th-Weed Wrangle at Old Town Waverly
Park
May 12th- IMCMC Meeting
May 13th-SWCD Board Meeting
June 2nd-  IMCMC Meeting
June 10th-SWCD Board Meeting
June 27th-Tox-Away Day at Mooresville High
School
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